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Introduction

�

I want to be very careful with what I com-
municate here because I really need to present a 
balance. We have a treasure in our earthen ves-
sels. This is a reality for every believer. Once he 
asked Christ into His life, the Christian became 
the habitation of God. The Spirit moved in, and 
the Holy Spirit shall never move out. That is the 
great comfort we find in Hebrews 13:5: “For he 
hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee.”

The treasure that God puts in us is not of us, 
nor is it from us. It is from Him, and its purpose 
is to reveal Christ to the world. The excellency of 
the power that we live in must belong to Him. 
It cannot be of us. One day, God will change 
these mortal bodies—every one of which was 
conceived in iniquity. Our glorified bodies will 
not be rooted in and poisoned by sin and death. 
We shall be raised in incorruption, thanks to the 
resurrection power of Jesus Christ.

God has chosen to reveal Himself through 
people. I have always found this an amazing 
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mystery. Earthen vessels crack up. People have 
problems. Backaches, earaches, sore joints, 
sprains and bruises: These things let us know 
just how frail and temporary these bodies of 
flesh are. Even seemingly young people struggle 
with the aches and pains that come during the 
courses of our lives.

God, however, has given us something that 
ministers to these bodies of death. That some-
thing is song. In His infinite understanding of 
humans, who were first formed from the dust 
of the earth, the Lord ordained songs to touch 
something in every one of us. Listen carefully the 
next time you are in an elevator. The background 
music that you hear probably sounds very, very 
familiar. The rhythm gets you; the beat and the 
notes trigger a train of thoughts. Before you 
know it, the words of what you thought was a 
long, lost song are coming back to you.

In this booklet, we will examine just how im-
portant songs are to our hearts and our minds. My 
prayer is that by the end of reading this booklet, 
you will have a new song in your heart—some-
thing precious from the Lord that will keep you 
and comfort you in the storms of life.

Chapter One
OVERCOMING THE 

BODY OF DEATH

“Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as 
we have received mercy, we faint not;

“But have renounced the hidden things of 
dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor han-
dling the word of God deceitfully; but by mani-
festation of the truth commending ourselves to 
every man’s conscience in the sight of God.

“But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them 
that are lost:

“In whom the god of this world hath blind-
ed the minds of them which believe not, lest the 
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the 
image of God, should shine unto them.

“For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Je-
sus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Je-
sus’ sake.

“For God, who commanded the light to 
shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
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God in the face of Jesus Christ.
“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, 

that the excellency of the power may be of God, 
and not of us.

“We are troubled on every side, yet not dis-
tressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;

“Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, 
but not destroyed;

“Always bearing about in the body the dy-
ing of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus 
might be made manifest in our body” (2 Corin-
thians 4:1-10).

Death is at work in us. Why? It is so that the 
life of God might shine out of us. God really 
wants to get the natural part of us out of the way 
so that His supernatural power might move in, 
unhindered and unfettered. Certain situations 
that we are allowed to endure are used by God 
to wear away the thorns and thistles that spring 
from our flesh.

I can remember counseling one man who 
had married a woman who became tremen-
dously obsessive. She washed the bathroom 
doorknob dozens of times a day. She flushed the 
toilet again and again, even though there was no 
reason to.

“I don’t know why God has allowed this,” 
the man started out during our session. “Why 
must I put up with this?”

“God is delivering you unto death,” I said.
“Why doesn’t this go away from her? I think 

this marriage was great mistake.”
“Really?” I responded. “If you weren’t deliv-

ered to death in this marriage, then God would 
have delivered you unto it some other way. Your 
boss or your health would become troubling is-
sues.”

“Well, what can I do?” the man asked.
“Let God give you a song in this night sea-

son.”
That was the counsel I got for this man from 

the Lord. He went out from the office and began 
to search the Scriptures. He came love the book 
of Psalms. There, among those one hundred and 
fifty poems, this man found the words of people 
just like him. Morning and evening, he began to 
read and sing to the Lord. It gave him great com-
fort, and he has become a great minister to his 
wife, who is getting delivered. Victory is in his 
heart, and his love toward his wife is making a 
difference.

When we are put into a place where people 
rub us the wrong way, we learn how to die to 
ourselves and become alive unto God.

The Sounds of Victory

“Then sang Moses and the children of Israel 
this song unto the Lord, and spake, saying, I will 
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sing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed glo-
riously: the horse and his rider hath he thrown 
into the sea.

“The Lord is my strength and song, and he 
is become my salvation: he is my God, and I will 
prepare him an habitation; my father’s God, and 
I will exalt him.

“The Lord is a man of war: the Lord is his 
name” (Exodus 15:1-2).

This song is the first song that was ever re-
corded in the Bible since the day Adam came out 
of the Garden. Great victories come with songs. 
Israel was down by the Red Sea. The Egyptian 
army bore down on the people of God, who 
seemed to be trapped between the water and the 
Pharaoh’s chariots with no way of escape.

God instructed Moses to tell the people to 
“stand still and see the salvation of the Lord.” 
The waters were parted, Israel walked through 
on dry ground, and the sea swallowed up the 
Egyptian soldiers with their horse-drawn chari-
ots when it closed over them as they pursued 
the people of God. Miriam, Moses’ sister, then 
picked up an instrument and began singing. The 
people of the nation lifted up their voices, and 
there was singing and dancing before the Lord.

I have seen some of the dances that the Jew-
ish folks do. They are modest and they are not 
sensual. This celebration was an expression of 

praise to God and to His power, which is the rea-
son for all of our triumphs.

In the book of Judges, Deborah and Barak 
sang out after the defeat of the Canaanites (see 
Judges 5). Certainly, there is nothing like a good, 
loud song to cap off a day of victory.
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Chapter Two
MUSIC MAKES THINGS HAPPEN

“And from thence they went to Beer: that is 
the well whereof the Lord spake unto Moses, 
Gather the people together, and I will give them 
water.

“Then Israel sang this song, Spring up, O 
well; sing ye unto it:

“The princes digged the well, the nobles of 
the people digged it, by the direction of the law-
giver, with their staves. And from the wilderness 
they went to Mattanah” (Numbers 21:16-18).

“And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his 
face to the ground: and all Judah and the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem fell before the Lord, worship-
ping the Lord.

“And the Levites, of the children of the Koha-
thites, and of the children of the Korhites, stood 
up to praise the Lord God of Israel with a loud 
voice on high.

“And they rose early in the morning, and 
went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as 
they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, 

Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jeru-
salem; Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye 
be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye 
prosper.

“And when he had consulted with the peo-
ple, he appointed singers unto the Lord, and 
that should praise the beauty of holiness, as they 
went out before the army, and to say, Praise the 
Lord; for his mercy endureth for ever.

“And when they began to sing and to praise, 
the Lord set ambushments against the children 
of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were 
come against Judah; and they were smitten.

“For the children of Ammon and Moab stood 
up against the inhabitants of mount Seir, utterly 
to slay and destroy them: and when they had 
made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, every one 
helped to destroy another.

“And when Judah came toward the watch 
tower in the wilderness, they looked unto the 
multitude, and, behold, they were dead bodies 
fallen to the earth, and none escaped.

“And when Jehoshaphat and his people 
came to take away the spoil of them, they found 
among them in abundance both riches with the 
dead bodies, and precious jewels, which they 
stripped off for themselves, more than they could 
carry away: and they were three days in gather-
ing of the spoil, it was so much” (1 Chronicles 



14 15

20:18-25).
The nation of Israel was in need of water. It 

was time for a song, “Spring up, O well.” The 
people began to sing, the princes did some dig-
ging, and there was a well of water.

Sometimes when I am in the pulpit, I have 
to start singing, and I’ve been know to make up 
some pretty good songs. When I sing, the wa-
ter starts to flow. The words come a little easier. 
Now, my voice is not what it once was when I 
was a country music “star.” I get a little hoarse 
now and then. One man came to church and 
heard me sing a little song during my message. 
He was quite upset, but not at the quality of my 
voice. His problem was that he wanted me to 
do more preaching. Well, I told him it was just 
what God wanted me to do at that moment. That 
man calmed down, and he’s still coming out to 
church! Now, that’s a great little story, isn’t it? 
But here is my point:

Songs can make things happen in the power 
of the Spirit.

The Jehoshaphat story gives us a great pic-
ture of where singers fit into the plan and pur-
pose of God. The singers were the front-line war-
riors in that battle. That is what a good worship 
team can be for a Spirit-filled assembly. When 
the singers go out and praise the beauty of God’s 
holiness, the enemy has to flee. Songs can usher 

in the intensity of the presence of the Lord, and 
it does wonders.

The army of the enemy had an overwhelm-
ing advantage over the army of Israel. There was 
no way that this victory would come unless God 
did something amazing. I can just imagine the 
discussion that might have gone on among some 
of Israel’s battlefield leaders.

“Who’s going first?”
“The singers!”
“Are you serious?”
“Godly serious,” said the king.
The singing did the fighting for the nation. 

After hearing the songs, the enemy soldiers 
turned against each other and the slaughter be-
gan. When the dust settled, three days’ worth 
of spoil was left for the children of Israel to car-
ry away from a field where they never had to 
fight.

God has never lost a fight. He has always 
done right by His people. He fights their battles 
for them.

The Sound of Freedom

“Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the 
jubile to sound on the tenth day of the seventh 
month, in the day of atonement shall ye make 
the trumpet sound throughout all your land.

“And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and 
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proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all 
the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubile unto 
you; and ye shall return every man unto his pos-
session, and ye shall return every man unto his 
family.

“A jubile shall that fiftieth year be unto you: 
ye shall not sow, neither reap that which groweth 
of itself in it, nor gather the grapes in it of thy 
vine undressed.

“For it is the jubile; it shall be holy unto you: 
ye shall eat the increase thereof out of the field.

“In the year of this jubile ye shall return every 
man unto his possession” (Leviticus 20:9-13).

A good, solid trumpet blast also means a lot 
of things in the Bible. Here, in Leviticus 20, the 
horn announced that it is the Year of Jubilee. Ev-
ery fifty years, Israel was instructed to celebrate 
their freedom from Egypt. In this year, every 
man was to return to his possession. Lost things 
were restored. It was a year of rest. All debts 
were forgiven. Every captive was set free. This 
year represented what God does for a lifetime in 
those who receive Jesus Christ.

Christ Jesus paid the debt He did not owe. 
As for me, I owed a debt I could not pay. His 
blood washed our sins away. That’s a great song 
in itself. Now we sing new songs. We sing songs 
that exalt the blood of the Lamb. We have been 
washed clean. All of our obligations have been 

fulfilled in Him.
Jesus is our Jubilee, as He Himself read from 

Isaiah 61 in Luke 4:18-19:
 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 

he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the 
poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, 
to preach deliverance to the captives, and recov-
ering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them 
that are bruised,

“To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.”
In that “year,” with the moments of His life 

on earth, Jesus Christ made us acceptable in Him. 
He took upon His body the sins of the world. 
He hung upon the Cross and became sin for us. 
Because of perfect holiness, the Father cannot 
look upon sin. Therefore, for the first time in all 
of eternity, the Son of God willingly endured as 
the Father turned His face away from Him for a 
period of darkness. All of these things He did to 
make it so that we can sing a new song unto the 
Lord, a song of redemption and transformation.
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Chapter Three
MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE

“Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and 
not be afraid: for the Lord Jehovah is my strength 
and my song; he also is become my salvation.

“Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out 
of the wells of salvation.

“And in that day shall ye say, Praise the Lord, 
call upon his name, declare his doings among the 
people, make mention that his name is exalted.

“Sing unto the Lord; for he hath done excel-
lent things: this is known in all the earth.

“Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: 
for great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of 
thee” (Isaiah 12:2-6).

“Sing unto the Lord, all the earth; shew forth 
from day to day his salvation.

“Declare his glory among the heathen; his 
marvellous works among all nations.

“For great is the Lord, and greatly to be 
praised: he also is to be feared above all gods.

“For all the gods of the people are idols: but 
the Lord made the heavens.

“Glory and honour are in his presence; 
strength and gladness are in his place.

“Give unto the Lord, ye kindreds of the peo-
ple, give unto the Lord glory and strength.

“Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his 
name: bring an offering, and come before him: 
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness” 
(1 Chronicles 16:23-29).

In Psalm 100, the people of God are told to 
come into the house of God with a joyful noise. 
That is such a great thing. God wants to hear the 
songs of His people, even if their voices are not 
so good. This is great passage for a pastor to use 
when he is encouraging people to get into the 
choir. A couple dozen universal voices can come 
together nicely and make quite a joyful sound 
unto God when they have the right leader. Any-
one who feels led to join the choir should be con-
sistent and get instruction and glorify God.

As we have seen, singing brought water out 
of the rock. It delivered the nation from the in-
fections and diseases of the enemy.

Even the enemies of Israel recognized just 
how important the songs were to the people of 
God. In Psalm 137, the Babylonian captors tried 
to get them to sing.

“By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, 
yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion.

“We hanged our harps upon the willows in 
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the midst thereof.
“For there they that carried us away captive 

required of us a song; and they that wasted us 
required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of the 
songs of Zion.

“How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a 
strange land?” (Psalm 137:1-4).

Melodies in the Heart

The Lord has always communicated the im-
portance of songs. He knows that they mean so 
much to us as people. Look at what the Spirit 
inspired the apostle Paul to write to the Colos-
sians:

“Forbearing one another, and forgiving one 
another, if any man have a quarrel against any: 
even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.

“And above all these things put on charity, 
which is the bond of perfectness.

“And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, 
to the which also ye are called in one body; and 
be ye thankful.

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in 
all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one an-
other in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

“And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God and the Father by him” (Colossians 3:13-

17).
Singing songs is way to solidify the words 

of wisdom in our hearts. If you read on in Co-
lossians 3, this passage implies that this kind of 
singing within us will help us to love our spous-
es and to submit to them. It can help children 
to be obedient to their parents, and it can help 
fathers to love their children with gentleness and 
kindness.

In 1 Chronicles 15, David assembled the Lev-
ites and set up rotations of singers who would 
praise the Lord before the ark of the Covenant. 
David’s son Solomon followed up on this in-
struction and gathered groups of singers that 
were paid to bring songs before the congregation 
and before the Lord (see 2 Chronicles 5:11-14).

After Israel’s time of backsliding and captiv-
ity, Nehemiah led in the rebuilding of the city 
of Jerusalem. The singers were restored to their 
place of participation in the temple services.

“For in the days of David and Asaph of old 
there were chief of the singers, and songs of 
praise and thanksgiving unto God.

“And all Israel in the days of Zerubbabel, 
and in the days of Nehemiah, gave the portions 
of the singers and the porters, every day his por-
tion: and they sanctified holy things unto the 
Levites; and the Levites sanctified them unto the 
children of Aaron” (Nehemiah 12:46-47).
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CONCLUSION

“Sing unto the Lord a new song; for he hath 
done marvellous things: his right hand, and his 
holy arm, hath gotten him the victory.

“The Lord hath made known his salvation: 
his righteousness hath he openly shewed in the 
sight of the heathen.

“He hath remembered his mercy and his 
truth toward the house of Israel: all the ends of 
the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the 
earth: make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing 
praise.

“Sing unto the Lord with the harp; with the 
harp, and the voice of a psalm.

“With trumpets and sound of cornet make a 
joyful noise before the Lord, the King.

“Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; the 
world, and they that dwell therein.

“Let the floods clap their hands: let the hills 
be joyful together

“Before the Lord; for he cometh to judge 
the earth: with righteousness shall he judge the 

world, and the people with equity” (Psalm 98:1-
9).

I believe that God enjoys it when we just 
make up new songs to sing to him. If you get a 
new car today, sing to the Lord—“I got a new car 
today, thank the Lord.” Perhaps, your marriage 
is going through a new honeymoon time. Sing to 
the Lord about it! “God has made my marriage 
new, Hallelujah.” Reconciliation is a cause for 
celebration. Get before God and let your voice 
go wild. David danced before the Lord, and like-
wise we can sing with all of our might before the 
Lord. Remember, He loves the joyful noises that 
we make to Him. Of course, if you are little em-
barrassed about people seeing or hearing you, 
get to someplace where you can be alone and 
sing to the Lord.

God is worthy of our praise. Praise Him for 
all of His Creation, including your voice. We 
might as well get in practice because, from what 
I read in Revelation, we are going to be doing 
some singing for all of eternity. The songs we 
sing there will be beyond new; they will be eter-
nal melodies. And the great thing about it is that 
heaven and earth and sky will all be in harmony 
in making a sound unto God.

“And they sing the song of Moses the ser-
vant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, 
Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God 
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Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King 
of saints” (Revelation 15:3).



God Really Cares For You
Jesus loves you deeply. However, the fact that 

all have sinned separates us from God (Romans 3:23; 
6:23). Still, God cares for you and He provides a way 
to share His love with you.

Jesus Christ’s love for man was so great that He 
came and died on the cross for all the sins of mankind.   
He shed His blood for you so you can be forgiven and 
have eternal life.

The only thing He requires of you is to come to 
Him  in simple faith, trusting His character and love 
for you and accepting Him as your Savior. “Whoso-
ever shall  call on the name of the Lord shall be saved” 
(Acts 2:21). 

Simply pray, “Dear Jesus, I know I am a sinner. I 
receive you as my personal Savior. Thank you for loving 
me so much that you died for me so I can have eternal life 
with you. Amen.” 

He promises that He will never stop loving you 
and that He will never leave nor forsake you (Hebrews 
13:5). Develop your relationship with Him by read-
ing the Bible, praying, and attending a good Bible-
believing church.

Call or write  for more  information: (410) 483-3700
Greater Grace World Outreach

P.O. Box 18715
Baltimore, MD 21206

Visit our Web Site: www.ggwo.org
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