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INTRODUCTION

“Neither pray I for these alone, but for them
also which shall believe on me through their
word;

“That they all may be one; as thou, Father,
art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be
one in us: that the world may believe that thou
hast sent me.

“And the glory which thou gavest me I have
given them; that they may be one, even as we
are one:

“I in them, and thou in me, that they may be
made perfect in one; and that the world may
know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved
them, as thou hast loved me” (John 17:20-23).

Oh, how God longs for oneness among His
people! In reading this passage in the Gospel of
John, I am always overwhelmed by the appeal
of Jesus for His disciples to be one, just as He
and the Father are one. Four times in this brief
passage the Lord prays that those whom the
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Father had given Him may be one.
T h e rein we see the key to oneness. It is

something that must come from above. A n y-
thing manufactured by man is destined to be de-
feated by the enemy. Among many churc h
denominations today is a movement toward
oneness that is built on concepts derived from a
natural viewpoint. It is the concept of the world.
C o m p romise rules the day, as many believers
a re taught to relate to each other on a human
level.

As this booklet will show, oneness in the
Body of Christ comes from above, through Jesus
Christ, who is the head of the Body. By the mov-
ing of the Holy Spirit, Christians can be unified
in mind, in heart, and in spirit—godly oneness
that produces real results throughout churches,
communities, countries, and continents.
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Chapter One

MEMBERS IN PARTICULAR
OF ONE BODY

Consider carefully the apostle Paul’s gre a t
communication on oneness in the Body of Christ:

“For as the body is one, and hath many
members, and all the members of that one body,
being many, are one body: so also is Christ.

“For by one Spirit are we all baptized into
one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles,
whether we be bond or free; and have been all
made to drink into one Spirit.

“For the body is not one member, but many.
“If the foot shall say, Because I am not the

hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of
the body?

“And if the ear shall say, Because I am not
the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not
of the body?

“If the whole body were an eye, where were
the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where
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were the smelling?
“But now hath God set the members every

one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.
“And if they were all one member, where

were the body?
“But now are they many members, yet but

one body.
“And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I

have no need of thee: nor again the head to the
feet, I have no need of you.

“ N a y, much more those members of the
b o d y, which seem to be more feeble, are neces-
sary:

“And those members of the body, which we
think to be less honourable, upon these we be-
stow more abundant honour; and our uncomely
parts have more abundant comeliness.

“For our comely parts have no need: but
God hath tempered the body together, having
given more abundant honour to that part which
lacked:

“That there should be no schism in the body;
but that the members should have the same care
one for another.

“And whether one member suff e r, all the
members suffer with it; or one member be hon-
oured, all the members rejoice with it.
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“Now ye are the body of Christ, and mem-
bers in particular” (1Corinthians 12:12-27).

We, as Christians, are members of the royal
family of God. This relationship goes beyond
friendship. It goes beyond subjective love. When
one member suffers, all suffer with that member;
when one member rejoices, all members rejoice
with him. We laugh with those who laugh. We
weep with those who weep. We are members
one of another in the Body of Christ.

This passage in 1 Corinthians 12 is so beauti-
ful because this kind of oneness is a great mani-
festation of revival. It is the work of the Holy
Spirit producing and promoting an unction that
flows to every member in particular. A p a s t o r
who sees this happening in his church is very
h a p p y, I can tell you. He realizes that he has
something special going because of God’s inter-
vention in the lives of ordinary people.

Revived in Oneness

“Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep
with them that weep.

“Be of the same mind one toward another.
Mind not high things, but condescend to men of
low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits”
(Romans12:15-16).
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One woman came to me and said, “I have to
see you.” She told me that her husband has can-
c e r. The news came very suddenly. Tears came
to her eyes, and in an instant, I was weeping
with her. I wept with her because of compassion
and concern. The tears revealed the oneness we
have together as members in particular, over
and above the unexpected news she had to tell
me.

This woman made a statement, and then the
Word and the Spirit revived us in a very serious
moment. We were very concerned, and we en-
t e red into prayer. On my way home in the car,
m o re tears came, and I said to God, “Please,
God, don’t let this dear man die.”

I weep with those who weep, with tears of
compassion. I rejoice with those who re j o i c e .
Please remember that I am speaking for every
one of us. We are one in Christ, and we have ex-
perienced this oneness over the years in serving
God together. This goes for every one who has
been knit together in the Body of Christ and has
experienced the love of God shed abroad in his
heart by the Holy Spirit—one body, many mem-
bers, all to give glory to God.
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Chapter Two

SPEAKING THE SAME THINGS

“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the
same thing, and that there be no divisions
among you; but that ye be perfectly joined to-
gether in the same mind and in the same judg-
ment” (1 Corinthians 1:10).

I love this passage. “Beseech” is a very im-
portant word in 1 Corinthians 1:10. When I see
this word in the Scripture, it means that God is
exhorting us to put truth into action. “I beseech
you…” means I am urging you with a special
urgency to go from theology to application. We
are to go from just knowing something to obey-
ing it.

Paul was writing to this troubled church in
Corinth, and he was saying to the people there,
“ You have the theology that I taught you, now
let’s see the application of it. Let’s cross over the
bridge from knowledge to experience.”
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I am so very thankful for all those with me
who co-labor in love. There are times when I am
so busy with the tasks that I have to handle, and
the phone will ring. It is a dear friend calling to
say, “I miss you. I haven’t called you for such a
long time.”

O r, I will be in a business meeting and my
secretary will interrupt to say that a certain per-
son is on the line. “Wo w, they still re m e m b e r
me! That is good,” I will be thinking.

S e r i o u s l y, I appreciate so much every call
that I get. Every beautiful letter or edifying e-
mail that comes to me is so precious to me. I
enjoy the absolutely fantastic, loving re l a t i o n-
ships that God develops in the Body of Christ.

Be of the Same Mind

“By the name of the Lord Jesus Christ” is
such a great phrase. Years ago, I fell in love with
that name. I have always loved that name, but I
am just now beginning to understand its re a l
meaning. Those who love this name are those
who speak the same things. There are no divi-
sions with them. They have the same mind—the
mind of Christ.

We have to be very careful when working
with those who do not have the same mind. I
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am not saying that there cannot be diversity.
Some of my dearest friends do not attend my
c h u rch. They love me, and they are led by God a
certain way. We have times when we get to-
gether for coffee and just express our love and
appreciation for each other.

N o w, if I were to make demands and say, “If
you love me, you’ll come to my church,” it
would just be a matter of control and negative
thinking. But I think it is so beautiful when the
d i ff e rences are just a matter of diversity. There is
no scriptural dispute and no sin between. We
just come to an agreement that we are different,
and that is okay.

So many things go on out there. Pastors and
c h u rch leaders are hurt when they have minis-
t e red in love and labored in the Wo rd and in
p r a y e r, and those they have loved go against
them. These are the things that really hurt a tru e
pastor.

What is the problem? They are dealing with
people who are not of the same mind.

T h e re is more to it than just having the same
mind. Colossians 2:2 tells us to have the same
judgment and to be perfectly joined together in
love. We have had that in our community for the
past several years. I can honestly say that we
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have been deeply loved by the people here, and
it has been marvelous.

People have prayed. They have prayed tire-
lessly and fervently. They have walked with me
in love and in compassion, serving our Lord to-
g e t h e r. God has given us His heart, and we have
been made one in His body, therefore we speak
the same things.
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Chapter Three

THE SPIRIT IS THE KEY

“And they shall be my people, and I will be
their God:

“And I will give them one heart, and one
w a y, that they may fear me fore v e r, for the good
of them, and of their children after them” (Jere-
miah 32:38-39).

We have received wonderful official honors
for our work in the city of Baltimore. One gro u p
recently named us the “Church of the Ye a r.” A n-
other organization has put us in its Hall of Fame.
These are great things to celebrate, because we
also have had our share of persecutions and
attacks.

N o w, you will not hear me get up into the
pulpit and rattle off all of our accomplishments.
I don’t get on the radio and ramble on and on
about how we have received this honor and that
h o n o r, this award and that award. But, very
h o n e s t l y, some of these things are really amaz-
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ing honors for God to give us. I want to be hon-
est and tell you that I am absolutely undeserv-
ing of any of it. Still, they are much appreciated.
I don’t want to boast except in the Lord, in what
He has done through me by grace together with
you in the unity of Christ.

I don’t think our enemies talk about these
a w a rds when they get together, do you? But one
day, God will have something to say about their
attacks against our ministry. Let me just say that
I am deeply grateful to overcome the enemy
while we enjoy the oneness and love of being in
B a l t i m o re, having great people and great min-
istries supporting us.

Recently we honored a wonderful pastor
f rom the local community. He flew in from Cali-
fornia just to accept a special presentation from
our body. “Just come on up, receive your honor,
and go home to rest,” I told him. “I know what
traveling can do to a body.”

“You are not getting rid of me like that,” he
said back to me. “You are not going to chase me
away right now. We are one with you and I want
my people to see this and revel in our together-
ness.”

I was so blessed by his statements. This is a
man with a congregation of 3,500 people.
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Many of our pastors have experienced these
same things in their communities. These are un-
usual days for us because God is doing mighty
things. There is a great oneness where we weep
with those who weep, laugh with those who
laugh, rejoice with those who rejoice.

Have you ever gone to church and just felt
like laughing the whole time? I have had those
moments. Usually it happens in the times when
the pre s s u re is the greatest, and if I didn’t laugh,
I would probably cry. I am sure people are
thinking, “What is that all about?” but so often,
God uses laughter just to shake off the dust of
the atmosphere that is trying to get to us.

Great Grace upon Them All

“And when they had prayed, the place was
shaken where they were assembled together;
and they were all filled with the Holy [Spirit],
and they spake the word of God with boldness.

“And the multitude of them that believed
w e re of one heart and of one soul: neither said
any of them that ought of the things which he
possessed was his own; but they had all things
common.

“And with great power gave the apostles
witness of the re s u r rection of the Lord Jesus: and
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great grace was upon them all” (Acts 4:31-33).
In this specific group, men were filled with

the Holy Spirit. Here is the key to having one
mind and one spirit. Even if some of them did
not have the same gifts that the others had, they
still had the same Spirit because they were in the
same place for the same purpose.

This is a beautiful thing.
Even if some people lack the doctrine that

others have, they still have the same Spirit with
what they do know. This means so much to me.
In Christ, we have the same Spirit.

This kind of quickening among us is the evi-
dence of revival. This is what causes souls to be
saved. This is what makes people feel free.
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CONCLUSION

Oneness from God revels in the diversity of
the Body of Christ. We are members in particu-
lar, and our unity is made stronger as each one
lives in his call from the Lord and makes him-
self available to supply his unique portion in
serving Christ in unity.

This oneness and unity is never based upon
the “uniform”—that is, a sameness and a simi-
larity developed through emotional rapport and
soulish attachments. That which is uniform can
appear to have unity, but it lacks the power and
presence of the Holy Spirit that draws strength
from every member.

As we grow in the grace and the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer is that all be-
lievers will learn to continually consider the
truth expressed in Ephesians 4:

“Now there f o re ye are no more strangers
and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the
saints, and of the household of God;
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“And are built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself
being the chief corner stone;

“In whom all the building fitly framed to-
gether groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord :

“In whom ye also are builded together for an
habitation of God through the Spirit” (Ephesians
2:19-22).

20


